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1. /INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY. Foreign Minister Oscar

POL-4 Camilion publicly charged that an anti-Argentine campaign
gggﬁGE is being conducted in the United States with Jacobo
gﬁé Timerman as its agent. Camilion, who sought the press out
?ég to make his charges June 26, reportedly stated that
MILGP "the campaign against Argentina is buillt around
ADMIN
, Mr. Timerman, who is its agent and at the same time the
t  CHRON ' :
center of an operation that has overshot its original
- objectives, the Argentine Government, and now attacks the
q
Argentine nation." END INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY.
2. (U) Camilion expressed particular concern about a U.S.
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I——TV broadcast of June 25 which "overstepped the bounds_—I
of the reasonable and the tolerable...mention of
concentration camps is worthy of comparison to the
techniques of Goebbels." Camilion, who reportedly was
visibly angry, went on to say that“the reiteration of
such charges can have a serious impact on US public
opinion, alth&ugh the US Government has all the
elements for knowing the truth:;;kﬁat,is being done
in the United States is an attack on the Argentine
nation...the grotesque and slippery technique being
used is totalitarian...and was the venom that was
Fiexpgewel injected into the peoples of the West and

(holocaust)
produced a hecatomb/"
3. (U) Camilion reportedly also stated that "We accept
the rules of the game of America's democracy but
nobody can stop us from expressing our concern and
protest in the exercise of the most legitimate right
of self-defense."
4. (U) The press reports that Foreign Ministry sources
stated that the Foreign Minister had called in the
US Charge to discuss these same concerns earlier that
day.
5. (U) Only one paper, thus far, has probed the
issues raised by Timerman and his allies in any depth.
| _"La Prensa" accompanied its report of Camilion's ]
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different members of the local Jewish community.
Mario Gorenstein, the President of/%%%é' for example,
stated that, ''the opinions of Timerman have not been
well received by the Jewish community, in general,

We are convinced that the origin of his detention was
not in the fact he is a Jew. Some incidents during
his detention had the fla?or of anti-semitism, but
this is all." On the other hand, American Rabbi
Marshall Meyer, a long-time resident of Buenos Aires
to whom Timerman dedicates his book, told the paper,
"Why don't we focus on real issues. Who is befouling
Argentina's image? Those who tortured Timerman or
Timerman?"

6. (C) COMMENT. It was-pmssisminiex inevitable that
the US debate on the Argentine human rights situation
and on the condition of the Argentine Jewish community
would become ensnared with Argentine nationalism,
Camilion has made this connection explicit, but he
did not invent it. More likely, the Foreign Minister
made his private demarche and his public comments

/

with his eye carefully fixed on the Argentine military.

He may hope to slow down the reaction to Timerman's
and/ more pragmatically
charges in those quarters /or, /Imssxgraxdkxx to show

[_ﬁmilitary a that he and his Ministry are on ]
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7. (C) The comments of Gorenstein reflect generalized
attitudes in the leadership of the Argentine Jewish
community. Though that leadership is sometimes
accused by foreigners of being intimidated, we note
that the June 28 issue of "La Prensa'" carries a DAIA
message of support for the paper in its current
embroglio with the government, as well as for its

assaulted columnist, Manfred Shoenfeld.
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"~ Timerman Shows That

‘Authoritarian Generals’
Are Keepers, Captives
Ofa ‘Totaljtarianr Beast’

By Robert Cox
exi'mea mm—m-:;;ﬁ Unitod States and the wortd becmss i
Timerman, tates Wor] use it
and stripped of his citizenship and@ demands witting or unwitting self-de-
most of his property by the militaryre-  ception,
is demonstrating that writing To consider the Argehtine Govern-
well is the best revenge, ment authoritarian denies reality. If
In a searing document, his book Iabels must be applied, Argentina

“Prisoner Without a Name, Cell With-
out a Number,” he has revealed the se-

prisonment
rest for a total period in captivity of 30

see]
d

g
i
Hi

after World Warll. .
1t is a new kind of totalitarianism. It
does not strut. It skulks. There are no

speeches.
portraits of Hitler —
wmummb:s a:?céulrblocks.

could best be described as feudalistic
and anarchic; it is divided by the rival-
ries of the separate fiefdoms repre-
sented by the armed forces, with their
various free-wheeling intelligence
services and the beleaguered, power-
less Presidency. The tragedy stems
from the fact that central authority,
and the that goes with it,
has never been established by the
moderates in the military who have
held nominal power since the March

1978 coup.
Self-delusion in Argentina is under. '

standable, In a country cowed by justi-
fied fear, it is safer to hope for the best
and to pray that the moderates will
eventually win out and establish the
moderately repressive e that the
new United States foreign policy ortho-
mmmmwmmmm

ing fargon, that United Siaces foreign
argon, that tes

policy must address — this is the mes-
sage that public opinion has extracted

ported to have died in a plane crash in
Mexico in 1978, has been accused of act.
ing as a financial agent for the left-wing
tenwlstsu calied the Montoneros, and
most
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THE NEW YORK TIMES

June 9, 1981

supposition, no more reliable nor dam-
aging than the rumor that the current
President, Lieut. Gan. Roberto Viola,
was given a gold watch by Mr. Graiver.
1f the military would make public the
results of its tions into Mr.
Gravier’s activities, the sewer of slan-
der and libel that has sullled many
prominent Argentines would be cleared
up and the be healthier.
The truth is that the tion that Mr.
Graiver handled the terrorists’ blood
money led the Nazi-minded hardliners
in the military to the conviction that
there was a Jewish-Marxist-liberal (in
the Argentine sense, a liberal is a civl-

i

kidnapped when this eollective psycho-
sis was at its height, and scores of com-
pletely innocent and some
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, TUESDAY, JUNE 9, 1981

A few days ago, I received a letter
from a couple whose son was kidnapped
by security forces in August 1878. About
a dozen young people disappeared then,
but this was a case with a difference.
The young people were allowed to tele.
phone from their secret jails from time
to time and to write letters to their

ing young people. I spoke to the interior
minister, the army’s secretary general,
even the President, Lieut. Gen. Jorge
Rafael Videla., I left lists of their
names and the circumstances of their
abductions with top Government offi-
clals. I published nothing because the
families believed that the Government

wing
has the built-in instability of secret
killers 1o0se in its security organiza-

If an authoritarian Government ls es-
tablished, the pros and cons of the “K°
Doctrine” (for Jeane J. Kirkpatrick, its

- originator) can be debated. Mr. Timer.
-rhan’s {declogy of concern for human
rights and opposition to both leftist and
) rightist totalitarignism is, after all,
based on a compelling experience of
evil whose very horror lies in the fact

Robert Cox, on leave of absence as edi-
tor in chief of The Buenos Alres Her
ald, has just compieted a Nieman fel-
lowship at Harvard University.
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